
The ‘Beginning, Middle, End’ SCBWI Illustration 
Competition  

- open to all 
 
Beginnings, middles and endings are crucial to all types of stories, in print and moving image. Our interest 
is specifically for stories for the children’s market. For this competition you will need to submit three 
scenes showing the beginning, middle and end of a story of your choice, at any age level. 
 
In keeping with this year’s theme it would be great to see illustrations inspired by the modern, mythical or 
magical. Maybe a modern version of a traditional fairy tale, or something inspired by a Greek myth, or your 
own magical story… we are looking for lots of character and a sense of narrative. 
 

 
Winning illustrations by Elina Ellis. 
 
The competition will be judged by a panel of three industry professionals at the annual SCBWI Conference.  
 

HOW TO ENTER 
 
You will need to submit no more than three illustrations consisting of: 

1. an opening or introductory scene with your character(s) 
2. a scene with your character(s) in the thick of the story or at its climax 
3. and a resolution or a final scene with your character(s) 

 
This can be 2 developed roughs plus and at least one finished piece of artwork, colour or black and white. 
 
Printout your illustrations to fit on A3 sheets, in portrait or landscape format (no originals please!) 
 
On the back of each illustration write: 
Your name, email, mobile number and address 
title of the story and illustration number (1, 2 or 3) 
 
On A5 paper to go with showing your work at the conference: 
title and intended format of the book (e.g. board book, picture or chapter book or graphic novel) and a 50 
word summary of the story. 
 



 
Winning illustrations by Paul Morton. 
 
Who can enter? 
 
The competition is open to illustration students, pre-published as well as published illustrators & author-
illustrators in all formats of children’s book (e.g. board or picture book, chapter book or graphic novel), and 
aimed at any age of child from toddler to teen. 
 
The story may be from the public domain (eg a folk tale) or from a story you are working on, it must show 
the main character in all three submissions for consistency, and, the work you submit must be 
unpublished. Any questions? Please contact conferenceillustrators@britishscbwi.org  
 

 
Winning illustrations by Mrinali Alvarez Astacio. 

 
Deadline 
By Post: 
Posted entries must arrive no later than Thursday 24th October to:  
Soni Speight 
4 forget-me-not way 
Oxford, OX4 7ZD 
 
We regret that submissions sent by post cannot be returned.  
 
In person: 
Attending the SCBWI Annual Conference? Bring your work in an envelope to the Portfolio 
Display designated room on Saturday Morning, 2nd November before opening remarks.  
 
Your work will be judged by a team of industry professionals, publishers and agents at the 2019 SCBWI 
conference in Winchester. 
 
Reminder - you do not have to attend the Winchester conference to participate!  
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